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SUNDAY SUCCESS

WEST DORSET WESTERN AREA TRANSPORT ACTION GROUP

WATAG NEWS

WATAG Member secures Sunday services

DORSET BSIP
Dorset Council receives no funding

WATAG ATTENDS “VILLAGE
GREEN” EVENT
Highlighting Bridport Town Route 7
CONTACT WATAG
WATAG normally holds public meetings regularly, however due to
the ongoing COVID pandemic this has not been possible.
We will continue with online meetings at this time, with our goal,
dependent on COVID restrictions, to hold meetings in person
again.
You can contact WATAG via email or see our website.
Website: https://watag.org.uk/
Email: watag@hotmail.co.uk

LOCAL TRANSPORT ROUTES
X51/X52/X53
Operated by First Wessex and marketed as the Jurassic
Coaster.
X51 operates from Weymouth to Axminster via Dorchester,
Bridport and Lyme Regis. Mon-Sat. Will operate on Sundays
from 29th May 2022 for the summer.
X53 operates from Weymouth to Axminster via Abbotsbury,
West Bay, Bridport and Lyme Regis daily.
The X52 (open top bus from Bridport to Monkey World, via
West Bay, Weymouth and Lulworth) returns from 29th May.
6/6B
Operated by First Wessex and Buses of Somerset, Mondays
to Fridays.
These buses operate from Bridport to Beaminster,
Crewkerne and Yeovil.
CB3
Operated by Beaminster Town Council, every Saturday,
connecting Beaminster with Bridport and Crewkerne.
7
Operated by Dorset Community Transport on behalf of
Bridport Town Council on Wednesdays and Saturdays, as
the ‘Bridport Town Circular’.
9A
Operated by Stagecoach South West, this links Lyme Regis
with Exeter via Axmouth, Seaton and Sidmouth, daily.
14
Operated by Dorset Community Transport, every Thursday,
from Birdsmoorgate and Thorncombe to Chard.

YOUR LOCAL JOURNEY
PLANNER: TRAVELINE SOUTH
WEST https://www.travelinesw.com/

LOCAL TRANSPORT ROUTES
71
Operated by Damory, on behalf of Lyme Regis Town Council,
Mondays to Fridays, as the ‘Lyme Regis Town Service’
688
Operated by Dorset Community Transport, every Thursday, from
Thorncombe to Axminster.
PlusBus
Operated by Dorset Community Transport, the PlusBus service
provides transport for people who are unable to easily access
public transport: young or old and including those with mobility
difficulties and offers a weekday trip from neighbouring villages to
local destination towns. To book, call 01258 287980. Further
details here: https://bit.ly/37hK7hB
YOUR LOCAL RAIL ROUTES
South Western Railway
Axminster & Crewkerne to/from Exeter and London Waterloo.
Weymouth, Upwey and Dorchester South to Poole, Bournemouth
and London Waterloo.
Great Western Railway
Weymouth, Upwey and Dorchester West to Bath, Bristol and
Gloucester.
LONG DISTANCE BUS ROUTES
National Express operates twice daily from Weymouth and
Dorchester to London
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SERVICE UPDATES
The latest news on our local buses and trains
A new timetable for the X51/X53 commenced on 10th April 2022 and is valid until 28th May 2022.
The timetable is here: https://bit.ly/3kXhX2l
A new timetable for X51/X52/X53 commences 29th May 2022. The new timetable booklet can be downloaded
here: https://bit.ly/3se8rMe, with services on these routes operating seven days a week.
Service 6 continues as usual, with the timetable here: https://bit.ly/3pbwqcn. From 29th May, please note that the
rst morning bus from Beaminster to Bridport leaves earlier, while the last bus from Bridport to Beaminster
leaves later - the new timetable is here: https://bit.ly/3kXhX2l
Beaminster Town Council’s CB3 continues every Saturday between Crewkerne, Beaminster and Bridport, with
connections to Yeovil with South West Coaches. The timetable can be viewed here: https://bit.ly/3oyPctz
Service 7 operates as Bridport’s “Town Service” every Wednesday and Saturday.
Services 14 and 688 continue to operate every Thursday. Timetables are here:
Service 7: https://bit.ly/3IIF2Q1
Service 14: https://bit.ly/3wp2lYW
Service 688: https://bit.ly/3yz43ss
Service 71 operates as Lyme Regis’ “Town Service”, Mondays to Fridays. The timetable can be downloaded here:
https://bit.ly/2X5HgGG
Stagecoach South West’s service 9A (Lyme Regis to Seaton, Sidmouth and Exeter) has minor changes, with
services no longer serving Greendale Vaccination Centre. The timetable is here: https://bit.ly/3DoKK86
Rail timetables change on 15th May 2022. Between Weymouth, Dorchester and London: The current timetable is
here: https://bit.ly/3FU7vkm. The new timetable is here: https://bit.ly/383ladw. This will see two trains an hour to
London restored, Monday to Friday. (Saturdays remains at two services, with an hourly service on Sunday).
Between Crewkerne and Axminster and Exeter/London: The timetable current is here:
https://bit.ly/3I8ncWW. The new timetable is here: https://bit.ly/3w0LnkT.
SWR is currently consulting on plans for future services. The details and documents can be found by clicking or
typing this link: https://bit.ly/3xPuFYo
The current timetable for the Weymouth-Bristol route is here: https://bit.ly/3o6rnuH. The summer timetable can be
found here, this commences 15 May 2022: https://bit.ly/3xSQxCo
The Heart of Wessex Rail Partnership has been replaced by a new South Wessex Community Rail Partnership.
Further details will be available in due course.
The Weymouth-Dorchester-London service is now twice daily. Timetable: https://bit.ly/34cqztg. You must book in
advance, either via the website or at Bridport Tourist Information Centre, where no booking fee is charged. Notably,
many fares are cheaper when starting your journey at Weymouth rather than Dorchester.
Meanwhile owner Stagecoach has dropped its support for a merger with National Express and will be bought by
German company DWS Infrastructure

BUS CHANGES
ROADWORKS: GEORGE STREET, WEST BAY
Due to essential works involving the use of a crane in George Street,
on the dates below a temporary bus stop (located across the
bridge) will be in use every, mornings only on the following dates:
Thursday 12 May
Monday 16 May, Thursday 23 June
Thursday 30 June
The article is here: https://bit.ly/3iG4smt
BREWERY SQUARE, DORCHESTER
Due to paving slabs being replaced by Dorset Council, the Bridportbound stop at Brewery Square will be closed until 20 July 2022.

CHANGES TO RAIL SERVICES

Please check before your travel as engineering
works are now planned to take place midweek
and weekends.

BANK HOLIDAY BUS CHANGES
Thursday 2nd and Friday 3rd June will be Bank
Holidays this year.
Services a ecting our area:
FIRST BUSES will be operating a Sunday service.
STAGECOACH will be operating a Sunday service.
DAMORY BUSES: No services.
DORSET COMMUNITY TRANSPORT: No services.
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WATAG VISITS
BOTHENHAMPTON
“VILLAGE GREEN”
EVENT
This event was arranged to answer questions about how we can combat climate change, use
more public transport and home insulation amongst other things, and to give people an idea of
where to start?
WATAG attended with copies of the Bridport Town Service timetable which now services Maple
Gardens and Coopers Drive, as well as to answer any other questions people have about public
transport.
We received the following feedback from the organiser, Graham Styles.
“Just a quick note to say thank you all so much for your participation in our ‘Village Green’ event
yesterday. It was very kind of you to make the e ort, especially over a weekend (and especially
given the lovely weather!).
I hope you found it worthwhile. Certainly there was a good buzz around the hall, and more people
than I dared hope for. The feedback so far has been positive.”

LOOK OUT FOR WATAG!
WATAG will be out and about this month. Come and say hello!
BRIDPORT: Saturday, 14th May 2022 9.30am to 3.30pm
Bridport Millennium Green (Rax Lane)
LYME REGIS: Sunday, 15th May 2022 1.00pm to 4.00pm
Lyme Regis May Fete (Anning Road Playing Field)
THE FUTURE OF WATAG MEETINGS
This online paper was started up because Covid prevented WATAG
from holding their bi-monthly public meetings and it has proven to
be very popular.
Now that the country has opened up we have to decide whether to
start having our public meetings again. I am therefore asking you to
have a think about whether you feel it is necessary, or whether,
with the WATAG News, our website (to be updated) for information,
and email access to us using the watag@hotmail.co.uk address to
tell us about any issues you may have with the local buses or
train services - Axminster, Dorchester, Maiden Newton and
Crewkerne stations – relevant to our area, do we need to go back to
the bi-monthly public meetings?
We will ask this question again in the next WATAG News where we
will also let you know how you can tell us your answers. This notice
will also go out via an email ‘round robin’ using email addresses
listed on WATAG’s database from information given when signing in
to those previous public meetings.
Thank you for your continuing support.
Guz Tidy
WATAG Chair.
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NEW CHAIR FOR WATAG
WATAG has announced that Guz Tidy has taken
over the role of chair for the group.
Bob Driscoll continues as a member and we
thank him for all his tireless work as chair over
the years.

HELLO FROM GUZ!
Hello, I thought I
would use the latest
WATAG News to
introduce myself to
you all.
My name is Gesella
Tidy – better known
as Guz – and I am
the new Chair for
WATAG.
I have lived in West Dorset for just over
21 years, originally from Surrey. My rst
address was in Beaminster from where
I often used the buses to get to either
Bridport or Yeovil on a regular basis.
After 9 years I was o ered a bungalow
in Loders where I was delighted to
make use of the 73 which was started
up to maintain the link between Maiden
Newton and Bridport when the railway
line was closed. That service was
slowly reduced, rstly by removing the
Saturday bus and in 2017 it was
stopped altogether when the then
Dorset County Council stopped
supporting a lot of the routes in our
area.
My main concerns are in improving all
areas of accessibility, not only for our
public transport but also to promote
and ease social accessibility for those
of us that live in the many villages
around our towns and need buses to
get out or a usable and safe path/route
to use for a walk but need mobility aids
to do so, attend medical appointments,
bank, shopping, socialise and access
to Leisure Centres for exercise or
recuperation.
Our Government has promised to help
our Councils to achieve a lot of these
things through Levelling Up, Bus Back
Better and the Bus Service
Improvement Plan, let’s hope they do
and we all can work towards a usable,
healthier and greener future with a local
public transport service that’s t for
purpose.
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NATIONAL EXPRESS NOW TWICE DAILY
FROM WEYMOUTH AND DORCHESTER
National Express will now operate twice daily from Weymouth and Dorchester to
London.
Services depart Weymouth at 0845hrs and 1600hrs - slightly later Fridays to
Mondays
Services depart London Victoria Coach Station at 1030hrs and 1600hrs
Notably, most fares are cheaper from Weymouth.
Booking is essential for this service. This can be done online at
www.nationalexpress.com or in person at Bridport Tourist Information Centre (no
booking fee is charged).

SUNDAY SERVICES SECURED
When Alan Williams, a WATAG associate o ered to fund three months of Sunday services, we
had no idea that the story would go ‘viral’.
Indeed, it was even featured on BBC Spotlight and the Daily Mail newspaper.
To read the story in the Daily Mail, you will nd the initial story here: https://bit.ly/3qHXVMc
and the successful conclusion can be found here: https://bit.ly/3tKQAO6
In a statement, First Wessex said: ‘We thoroughly commend Mr Williams’s actions in
supporting access to public transport for local customers and thank him for his hard work in
raising awareness of the funding challenges faced by operators.’
The latest timetable has seen an increase in buses on Sundays with most services continuing
to Axminster.
DORSET COUNCIL BUS SERVICE IMPROVEMENT PLAN STATEMENT
Last October Dorset Council submitted the Dorset Bus Service
Improvement Plan (BSIP). The BSIP set out a clear and ambitious vision to
transform bus services across the council area.
To deliver the BSIP the council asked the Department for Transport for an
initial investment between 2022 and 2025 of £92 million, capital and
revenue, with further funding required beyond 2025. The council is very
disappointed that despite presenting an ambitious plan and strong case
for investment in the bus network, the Department for Transport has
announced that Dorset is not one of the thirty-one counties, city regions
and unitary authorities that have been chosen for funding from the
Government’s bus transformation
programme. Demand for funding for BSIPs far exceeded the government
funding available, but the Department for Transport have indicated that
further BSIP funding might become available in the coming months and
other funding streams, such as round two of the Levelling Up Fund can
also support investment in aspects of BSIP. The council is seeking a
response from the Department to clearly explain why Dorset was
unsuccessful in this round
and has also organised a meeting with Baroness Vere (Minister for Roads,
Buses and Places) to nd a way forward for bus services in the Dorset
Council area.
The council remains committed to creating a bus network that meets the
needs of people of all ages, and gives residents opportunities to access
work, education, training, health and leisure within Dorset. Although it may
not be possible to implement many of the costlier measures proposed in
the BSIP at this time, the council will work with local bus operators and
passengers through the Enhanced Partnership to improve local bus
services and
grow bus patronage.
The council will pursue all available funding opportunities and continue to
make the case for government investment for better bus services in
Dorset. The BSIP is a living document and the council will complete its rst annual review by October 2022. Engagement work
will be undertaken with interest groups and the public through a new Bus User and Stakeholder (BUS)
group, with the rst sessions planned to take place in the summer.
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